
 

NEW RULES FOR MOTOR COACH USE 

The rule applies to all commercial motor vehicles (CMV) meeting any of these descriptions: ✓ Weighs 10,001 pounds or more. ✓ Used to transport nine or more passengers (including the driver) for compensation. ✓ Designed to transport 16 or more passengers (including the driver), not for compensation. 

There is a grace period for violations until April 1, 2018; however, at least 11 state jurisdictions have announced 
they will issue citations for operating without an ELD at the officer's discretion in California, Colorado, Delaware, 
Idaho, Indiana, Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Mexico, Washington, West Virginia and Wyoming. 

You must clearly understand the travel time and the hours a motorcoach driver would be on duty during your trip. 

To summarize the hours of service (HOS) regulations for passenger-carrying drivers: 

• A motorcoach driver may drive up to 10 hours, after eight consecutive hours off duty. 

• A motorcoach driver may not drive after having been on duty for 15 hours. 

• A motorcoach driver may not drive after 60 hours on duty over seven days or 70 hours on duty over eight days. 

• Drivers sign on to the device and are then On Duty. When the vehicle moves, the device automatically changes 

their duty status to Driving. When the vehicle stops, the duty status changes to On Duty. Drivers can select Off 

Duty when the vehicle is stopped and the engine is off. When the vehicle starts moving again, the duty status 

changes to Driving. 

• In all circumstances, drivers must be able to show a roadside inspection officer a graph-grid of their hours of 

service compliance, either on the ELD's display or on a hardcopy paper printout. 

• If an ELD malfunctions, it must be reported within 24 hours and fixed or replaced within eight days. During such 

an outage, the driver must be able to reconstruct the previous seven days for a roadside inspector. 

• If during a trip the driver is approached by an inspection officer, that officer will not enter the bus. The driver 

must make the ELD display visible to the officer, so the officer can confirm adherence to the hours limitations. 
 

In the past, as unexpected delays or situations arose, the driver might extend his or her hours to get the tour to its 
final destination. With electronic logging, that won't be possible. The final rule even includes provisions to guard 
against harassment of drivers. Specifically, the rule prohibits motor carriers from using information from ELDs to 
pressure drivers into violating regulations. 

Drivers can make edits and annotations to their electronic logs; however, the edits will not overwrite the original 
record, which will be retained. Employers of the drivers will be able to request edits or annotations, but those must 
be approved by the driver. 


